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2018 Summer Reading Assignment for Cyrano de Bergerac by Edmund Rostand 

The Cyrano de Bergerac tasks 1.) and 2.)  must be completed before returning to school. Task 3.) 

the essay, will be completed in class under my supervision. A limited number of copies of Cyrano 

are available from the Media Center. If you choose to use Lorraine Hansberry’s play, A Raisin in 

the Sun, to write your script, you must purchase your own copy. This is an extra credit task. 

1) Read the play. 

2) Complete the vocabulary list.  (Different editions may not use the same words. Replace vocab. 

words you do not find with your own choices from your edition of the play.) 

3) After we return to school, you will write an essay (350 – 500 words) describing how you will 

change the action and dialogue in a scene or a sequence of scenes you choose. You will learn how 

to write a movie script using either Cyrano, or the extra credit play, A Raisin in the Sun. 

Multiple scenes from Cryano are recommended because Rostand changes scenes every time 

characters exit or enter the stage. Only with new acts does the time and/or location change. Your 

proposal may require two or more scenes to accomplish your proposed alteration(s). 

In your essay, you will describe the differences between your version of the scene(s) and 

Rostand’s, or Hansberry’s, play. 

1. Summarize the change(s) to be made to the selected scene(s). 

2. Which characters will be in your scene (versus those in Rostand’s original version)? 

3. Explain in detail how the plot and action will change. 

4. Describe generally the changes that will occur in the dialogue? 

For example, you could change the ending to the “Battle of Arras” scenes in which Cyrano 

refuses (in Rostand’s version of the play) to tell his beloved Roxane that it is he who wrote 

Christian’s letters. You could create an alternative plot line in which Cyrano confesses that 

he indeed wrote “Christian’s” letters, but Roxane refuses to believe him. What does Cyrano 

do and say in the face of Roxane’s disbelief? With whom does he speak in order to convey 

this information to the audience? 

For the purposes of writing a movie script, you may use either A Raisin in the Sun or Cyrano de 

Bergerac. You will receive extra credit if you read and use Lorraine Hansberry’s play. 

One final caution, do not return to school in August without having read the play or plays. You 

will find yourself two weeks behind before classes have started. Given the pace and rigor of work 

in high school IB classes, this is the worst possible way to start. 

The essay you will write in class will be your first writing assignment and be a benchmark of 

your ability against which your improvement in written expression will be measured.  

 

You will write your script after you return to school in August. 


